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BECOMING A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING 

In order to serve as a godparent at a baptism, or a sponsor for a wedding, one must be a member in good standing of an Orthodox Church. Being asked to become a sponsor for a sacrament is an opportunity to recommit (if necessary) one’s life to Christ and being an active Orthodox Christian. For a letter of good standing to be written on your behalf an appointment needs to be made with the priest in order to verify the following information.
1. You must have been Baptized and/or Chrismated in a Canonical Orthodox Church.

2. Married persons must have had their wedding in an Orthodox Church.

3. Divorced persons must have received an ecclesial divorce from the Greek Orthodox Church. 

4. You must be a current pledged steward of an Orthodox Church.

5. You must be an active participant in the sacraments of the Church. 

What is a Steward?

Stewardship is the purposeful use of our time, talents, and treasures for the building up God’s Church.  Christian stewards give back to God out of love and gratitude for the salvation He gives on the Cross. A steward is a caretaker of the household of God. God gives us temporary custody of material wealth and talents to use responsibly in service to our Lord and neighbor. At the heart of becoming a steward is making a personal commitment to follow Christ as we hear every Sunday morning: “Let us commit ourselves and our whole life to Christ our God.” God does not ask just for ten percent, He wants our entire life. 
Each family and single adults should prayerfully reflect upon their financial resources and complete a stewardship commitment form indicating their intended pledge for the year. Stewards in good standing are eligible to participate in the governance of the parish by voting at General Assemblies, serving on the Parish Council and to serve as Godparents or sponsors in Sacraments. 
What is an Active Participant in the Sacraments?
Becoming a member in good standing involves much more than just making a financial commitment - a spiritual commitment is also necessary. Establishing a life of prayer, following the liturgical calendar of fasting and feasting, scheduling a Confession and reading the Bible are all signs of an active participation in the sacraments of the Church. One’s personal beliefs, life-style and practices must be in accord with the Orthodox Church’s moral and ethical teachings as well.
Become Involved
Each Orthodox Christians is called by God to share in the ministry of the Church. Conscientious giving of our time, talents and treasures through faithful stewardship is our means of following the teaching of Christ to love one another. 
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